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OPINIONS OF AMERICAN MINISTERS 


ON 


SLAVERY 


AND THE 


FUGITIVE SLAVE BILL. 


Selected from recent American Publications. 
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“ SLAVERY Is THE “SuM OF ALL Vitzanies.’—John Wesley. 


OY 


While reading the following opinions, let us remember that the recent 
“Bugitive Slave Law” requires, under heavy penalties, that the inhabi- 


‘tants of the free States should not only refuse food and shelter to a 


starving, hunted human being, but also should assist, if called upon by the 
authorities, to seize the unhappy fugitive and send him back to slavery. And 
“+o what am I required to send this man back ?”—asks the Rev. R. S. Storrs, 
Jun., of Brooklyn, in a recently published Sermon,—an honorable exception 
to the ordinary ones on this subject,—‘ To the endurance of a system which 
no man can contemplate without shuddering,—of a system which puts the 
tan into the power of his master, to be used by him as he will, only his life 


being preserved : to be sold by him, whenever he will and to whomsoever he 


pleases: to have his wife and children taken from him at the pleasure of 
another,—the wife that is dear to him as yours is to you,—the children, that 
are as precious to him as yours are to you, or mine to me. It is a system 
that forbids its subjects to be taught to read or write; that debars him from 
accumulation and progress, making all he acquires the property of his.mas- 
ter ; that takes away the Bible by legislative authority. It is to this system 
that I amto send the man back; and it will be administered to him with 
double rigour, because he has once escaped its grasp. The man implores me 
not to restore him. Why should I do him this mortal injury? He is my 
brother by creation,—my brother by redemption. God made that man in 
His own image, a sharer of that nature which Christ hes glorified. How then 
can any other have property in him? “Why should I'send the man back to this 
unjust bondage? The fact that he has‘suffered it so long already, is a reason 
why I should NOT. God tells me to love him, and to do to him what 1 


eo 
4 

6 
ets 
o> @ 
san 
ce 
. 

> 

oe 


& 
. © Pe 


would, in turn, he should do.to me. Why should I not netp him in his © 


struggle for the rights which God gave him indelibly when he made him a 
man? Nay, nay! my friends, I cannot do this essential injustice; though 
the commands of the law were a hundred-fold more stringent, I would not 
touch a hair of that man’s head !” sit 

Let it be remembered, that assisting to send a fugitive back to slavery: 
is equally criminal with helping to steal a man from England and enslave 
him for life. The “Fugitive Slave Bill,” then, forces this question upon the 
individual conscience of every inhabitant of the United States,—“ Am I to 
obey the Laws of the Government, or the Laws of Gop?” Mark the answer 
by the following Clergymen. 





The Rev. Dr. Garpinrr SPRING, an eminent Presbyterian Clergyman of 
- New York, well known in this country by his religious publications, lately 


declared from the pulpit that, “if by one prayer he could liberate every 


slave in the world he would not dare to offer it.” 





The Rev. Dr. JozL Parker, of Philadelphia, in the course of a discussion 
on the nature of Slavery, says, “ What, then, are the evils inseparable from 
Slavery? There is not one that is not equally inseparable from depraved 
human nature in other lawful relations.” 
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The Rev. Moses Sruart, D.D., (late Professor in the Theological College 


of Andover), in his vindication of this Bill, reminds his readers that “many 


Southern slaveholders are true Christians.” That ‘sending back a fugitive 


to them is not like restoring one to an idolatrous people.” That “though ~ 


we may pity the fugitive, yet the Mosaic Law does not authorize the rejection 
of the claims of the slaveholders to their stolen or strayed property.” 





The Rev. Dr. Spencer, of Brooklyn, New York, has come forward in sup- 
port of the “Fugitive Slave Bill,” by publishing a Sermon entitled the 
“Religious Duty of Obedience to the Laws,” which has elicited the highest 
encomiums from Dr. Samuzt H. Cox, the Presbyterian minister of Brooklyn 
(notorious both in this country and America for his sympathy with the 
slaveholder), and also from the Hon. DantgL WuxsteEr, who says that “ It is 


quite refreshing to read a production which, founding itself upon the express 


injunctions of the Holy Scriptures, goes back from theory to commandment, 
—from human hypothesis and speculation to the declared will of God.” 
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The Rev. W. M. Rogers, an orthodox minister of Boston, delivered on the 
last Thanksgiving-day a Sermon in which he says, “‘ When the slave asks me 


c yan? 


Ct ae 
_ to stand between him and his master, what does he ask? He asks me to mur- 
der a nation’s life; and I will not do it, because I have a conscience,— 
because there is a God.” He proceeds to affirm that if this resistance to the 
carrying out of the “Fugitive Slave Law” should lead the magistracy to call 
the citizens to arms, their duty was to obey, and “if ordered to take human 
life, in the name of God to take it;” and he concludes by admonishing the 
- fugitives to “ hearken to the Word of God, and to count their own masters 
worthy of all honour.” 





The Rey. Wm. Crowe, of Waterfield, State of Maine, has printed a 
Thanksgiving Sermon of the same kind, in which he calls upon his hearers 
not to allow “ excessive sympathies for a few hundred fugitives, to blind them 
_ 80 as that they may risk increased suffering to the millions already in chains,” 


The Rev. Dr. Taytor, an Episcopal Clergyman, of New Haven, Connecti- 
_ cut, made a speech at a late Union Meeting, in which he deprecates the 
agitation on the new law, and urges obedience to it, asking,—“ Is that article 
in the constitution contrary to the law of Nature, of nations, or to the will 
of God? Isitso? Is there a shadow of reason for saying it? I have not 
been able to discover it. Have I not shewn you it is lawful to deliver up, in 
compliance with their laws, fugitive slaves, for the high, the great, the momen- 
tous interests of those [Southern] States ?” 


The Right Rev. Bissop Hopkins, of Vermont, in a Lecture, at Lockport, 
on the 13th January last, while admitting that slavery from its inherent nature, 
had in every age been a curse and a blight to the nation which cherished it, 
throws the sacred mantle of the scriptures over it. He says, “It was war- 
ranted by the Old Testament ;” and inquires, * What effect had the Gospel 
in doing away with slavery? None whatever,’ Therefore he argues, as it is 
expressly permitted by the Bible, it does not in itself involve any sin; but 
that every Christian is authorised by the Divine Law to own slaves, provided 
they were not treated with unnecessary cruelty. 





The Rey. OrvitLteE Dewey, D.D., of the Unitarian connection, is maintain- 
ing in his lectures that the safety of the Union is not to be hazarded for the 
sake of the African race. He declares that, for his part, he would send his 
own brother or child into slavery, if needed to preserve the Union between 
the Free and Slaveholding States; and, counselling the slave to similar mag- 
nanimity, thus exhorts him :—‘ Your right to be free is not absolute, unqualified, 
wrespective of all consequences, If my espousal of your claim is likely to 
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involve your race and mine together in disasters infinitely greater than your ” 
personal servitude, then you ought not to be free. In such a case, personal 
rights ought to be sacrificed to the general good. You yourself ought to see 
this, and be willing to suffer for a while— one for many.” 








Different from these are the “Teachings” of Dr. ADAM CLARKE, who in | 
his Commentary upon Isaiah, xxxviii. 6, says,—‘‘ How CAN ANY NATION PRE- 
TEND T6 FAST OR WORSHIP GOD AT ALL, OR DARE PROFESS THAT THEY BELIEVE 
IN THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A BEING, WHILE THEY CARRY ON WHAT IS. CALLED ~ 
THE SLAVE TRADE, AND TRAFFIC IN THE SOULS AND BLOOD AND BODIES OF MEN ! 
QH, YE MOST FLAGITIOUS OF KNAVES AND WORST OF HYPOGRITES! CAST OFF 
AT ONCE THE MASK OF RELIGION, AND DEEPEN NOT YOUR BNDLAss PERDITION 
BY PROFESSING THE FAITH OF GUR LorD Jasus CHRIST WHILE YE CONTINUE 
IN THIS TRAFFIC !.” 


JUDGE “SAYS ) PINION 


Of the Fugitive Slave Law. 

“Tf you ask my opinion of the ‘binding force’ of this law in a moral sense, 
I answer that its binding force is precisely the same as was that of the law’ 
of Nebuchadnezzar, commanding the multitudes on the plain of Dura, to fall — 
down and worship his golden image—of the decree of Darius forbidding | 
prayer to God for thirty days—of the order of the Jewish magistrates to. 
Peter ‘and Paul ‘not to speak at all nor to teach in the name of Jesus’—of 
the commands of the Roman emperors, that Christians should cast incense on 
the altars of idols—of the edicts of Louis XIV. requiring Huguenots to 
embrace the faith and) practise the rights of the Church of Rome. This: 
accursed statute requires us to become active instruments of treachery, cru- P 
elty, and oppression, to the persecuted but innocent fugitive—to set at naught 
the law of Jehovah to do justice and love mercy—to trample, under foot the: , 
great commandment of our blessed Redeemer to love our neighbour—and, 
regardless of his authority, to do to others what would fill our souls with 
anguish if done to ourselves. Let us, with our families, enter the dungeons fy 
which Northern politicians have prepared, rather than hazard our souls by 
rendering obedience to the requirements of this wicked law.’ Reply of 
“wites Jay to Deputation of Coloured Citizens, dated 2nd October, ae ae 
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